HITLER   AND   I

principal accused. Hitler, Poehner, Weber and Kriebel
were sentenced to five years' imprisonment in a fortress,
while the secondary figures, Gregor Strasser, Frick and
several others, were let off with eighteen months, a
year or six months. All the prisoners, however, could
count on being released before the end of their term,
though Hitler's case was complicated by the fact that
this was not his first conviction.

Five years' imprisonment for Adolf Hitler! The
news spread like wildfire through Southern Germany,
and the people, whose heartstrings were easily wrung,
made him a martyr of the German cause. Ridiculous
coloured postcards pictured him in a gloomy cell, his
grief-stricken countenance illuminated by the pale
rays of sunlight that peeped in through a heavily-
barred window. But while he was thus an object of
pity to the public outside, Adolf, installed in the most
comfortable of fortresses, was contentedly putting on
weight.

Landsberg was more like a military club than a
prison. Each prisoner had one or two rooms at his
disposal. They received visitors, passed the time
together, talked, smoked, played cards and ordered
any delicacies they required from the gaoler.

Those on the ground floor would actually have been
very happy indeed but for the unfortunate tendency of
'the man on the first floor' to make interminable
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